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From General Butler
WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan'y &tih, 1865
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War
SIR: The order of the President, conveyed through Lieutenant General Grant, relieving me from the command of the Department of Virginia and North Carolina, was served upon me at 12 noon, on the 8th day of January instant, in a sealed envelope, at which hour I gave a written receipt therefor.
By the boat at 10 o'clock from City Point a written despatch left Head Quarters of the Lieutenant Gen'l. Comdg. at City Point, purporting to be signed by one Cadwallader, reporter of the N. Y. Herald, announcing the fact that I had been relieved, stating the comments thereon, and purporting to give the reasons therefor. This despatch was published in the Herald of the 10th.
The order of the President was conveyed to General Grant in a cipher despatch, so that the information could only have been given to the Herald correspondent from the staff of the Lieut. General, as from him it cannot be supposed that any such information would be derived.
The communication of an order by the staff of a General before its execution is in violation of all regulations and military usage.
There has been much complaint during the war that information of intended movements has been prematurely conveyed to the enemy. There have been various attempts to fix the responsibility of such injurious intelligence. It is not just to blame the newspaper man for the use of news which is given to him by officers of the army. The fault should be corrected at the fountain.
It is respectfully requested that, as in this case the exact facts are ascertainable, due investigation be had, and such example made as will put an end to so pernicious a practice. I have the honor to be, Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant, BBNJ. F. BUTLBB, Major General H. C. CLARKE, Capt. & A. D. C.
From General Rawlins
CITY POINT, VA , January tQth, 1866, 4 P.M.
Lieut. Gen. IT. S. GRANT, WASHINGTON, D. C.
THE following is a copy of a private note received by to-day's mail from General Weitzel, inclosing a copy from the papers of your instructions for the first Wilmington expedition of date